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Thirty-Second Annual Convention 


The 1939 convention of the National Canners Association, 
while falling somewhat below the 1938 convention in attend- 
ance, was characterized by deep interest in the subjects pre- 
sented at the various meetings, which drew large and attentive 
audiences. Outstanding features of the convention were: 

Approval of the general program for economic research 
recommended by the Association's Special Committee on Eco- 
nomic Research, and appropriation of funds to start the work. 

Approval of the report of the Committee on Simplification 
of Containers on the survey of can sizes conducted by the 
National Bureau of Standards with the cooperation of the 
Association’s Division of Statistics, which report recom- 
mended a basis for compiling a list of permissible sizes. The 
Simplification Committee was directed to proceed with its 
work and to report at the next meeting of the Board of 
Directors. 

Provision of funds to finance work to expedite adoption 
of the descriptive labeling system by both canners and dis- 
tributors. 

Agreement in principle by the Joint Conference Committee 
of Canners and Distributors upon a form of food guaranty 
under the new Food and Drug Act and upon revised rules 
for arbitration. 

Adoption of a resolution expressing the opposition of 
canners to inadequately considered, opportunist-sponsored, 
or basically unsound regulatory measures which may have the 
effect of curtailing freedom of business opportunity for any 
American enterprise. 

Specal interest was shown in the subject of economic 
research, various aspects of which were discussed at the 
general sessions. The proposed research program was ap- 
proved by the Board of Directors and provision for its financ- 
ing made in the budget. Definite plans for carrying on the 
work are now being formulated. 

General sessions were held on Monday and Tuesday, the 
Wednesday morning session being omitted because of the 
illness of Mr. Wm. J. Cameron of the Ford Motor Company, 
who was to make the principal address but was unable to be 
present. Meetings of the Board of Directors, the Adminis- 
trative Council, and the Legislative, Labeling, and Social 
Security Committees were held prior to the opening of the 
convention for the preparation of reports to the Administra- 
tive Council and the Board of Directors. 

The Board of Directors approved the tentative budget for 
1939 as proposed by the Administrative Council, and fixed the 
rate of dues at one-fourth cent per case on seasonal products 
and one-eighth cent on non-seasonal products. 


Election of Officers 


The election of officers took place at the opening session 
and resulted in the selection of Walter L. Graefe as president, 
H. F. Krimendahl] as first vice-president, Leonard E. Wood, 
second vice-president, and Frank E. Gorrell, secretary-treas- 
urer. On recommendation of the Nominating Committee the 
president was authorized to name officers for Sections that 
did not hold meetings during the convention. Appointments 
to the Finance Committee were announced at the closing 
session on Tuesday morning, when President Graefe was in- 
stalled in office. Other committee appointments were an- 
nounced following the convention, and a list of these appears 
elsewhere in the Letter. 


General Sessions 


At the opening session, on Monday morning, President Karl 
Kuner Mayer reviewed the outstanding features of the Asso- 
ciation’s work during the year, calling special attention to the 
interest that had been aroused in the subject of economic 
research, and pointing out the necessity of cooperation by 
individual canners if a research program is to be successful. 

Chairman H. F. Krimendah! of the Committee on Statistics 
and Information reported upon the public relations activities 
undertaken by the various departments of the Association 
and emphasized the fact that the establishment of satisfactory 
relations between the industry and the public is largely a 
matter of work to be done by the individual canners. 


H. Thomas Austern of Association's counsel gave a review 
of administrative problems that have developed from new 
legislation and of legislation that may come before the present 
Congress. 

At the second session, on Monday afternoon, Chairman 
H. L. Cannon of the Committee on Economic Research an- 
nounced that the Board of Directors had approved the Com- 
mittee’s recommendation for an economic research program 
and that the budget for 1939 made provision for financing it. 
The program as projected by the Committee contemplates 
both research work conducted by some outside agency and 
correlated work carried on by the Association itself. The 
details are to be worked out jointly by the economist selected 
to conduct the independent studies and by the Association's 
Division of Statistics. The entire program when prepared 
will be submitted for approval to an appropriate committee 
of the Association, It was recommended that the first work 
to be done by the independent research agency should be on 
the subject of financing, and if a second study can be carried 
on concurrently, such study should be designed to develop 
information on distribution. Work recommended to be 
carried on by the Division of Statistics would include such 
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subjects as marketing practices, adjustment of production 
to demand, climatological factors affecting yields, and the 
geographical distribution of shipments. 

The second speaker was Judge J. Harry Covington, counsel 
for the Association, who urged canners to appreciate the 
necessity for intensive economic research in relation to all 
the fundamental factors that may apply to the industry. 
Citing one instance of the need of comprehensive economic 
studies he said: “No more menacing action to the canner 
by the agents of the public in Washington has been evolved 
than that of the so-called easy money loaned on the false 
premise of aid to agriculture. An authoritative study will, 
I am confident, demonstrate that it is not easy money which 
is needed for the canner, but a strong financial structure for 
the industry built upon conservative bank credits, under 
such conditions that private investment in the industry is 
safe if there is highly trained private management.” 

Dr. Neil Carothers, Dean of the School of Business Admin- 
istration of Lehigh University, in opening his address pre- 
dicted that despite the serious dangers and problems ahead, 
the coming year would be better than the last one. He then 
discussed the general problems of economic research as dis- 
tinguished from technical research, pointing out that the 
former type of research has not been so widely established 
in America but that it is becoming more widely established 
all the time. The time is coming, he said, when no great 
industry can live successfully without its regular statistical 
and economic bureau. 


The third and closing general session was held on Tuesday 
morning, with addresses by the Hon. Claude Pepper, U. S. 
Senator from Florida; Benjamin F. Fairless, President of 
the U. S. Steel Corporation; and Strickland Gillilan, humorist. 


Commending the Association for undertaking an economic 
research program, Senator Pepper described some of the 
basic problems, and particularly that of unemployment, which 
have developed from the use of labor-saving machines, and 
discussed the role that the government should play in meeting 
these problems for its citizens. 


Mr. Fairless expressed the belief that for business in gen- 
eral, the present signs are encouraging, particularly so in 
comparison with those prevailing in January of last year. 
Present indications, he said, are that we are still in that part 
of the recovery cycle within which the physical volume of 
business may rise or at least hold the gains that have been 
registered. Mr. Fairless then spoke of the mutual interests 
of the steel makers. can manufacturers, and canners in the 
improvement of their respective products. He described re- 
cent developments in the making of tin plate that are of 
particular interest to the canning industry, and emphasized 
the point that in the upbuilding of any large and essential 
industry, such as canning, the cooperative effort of related 
industries can and should play an important part. 

The third speaker was Strickland Gillilan, who uses wit 
and humor to drive home a lot of telling points. His talk 
measured up exactly to its title “A serious message with a 
sauce of humor.” 

At the close of Mr. Gillilan’s address, the Resolutions 
Committee submitted its report, which was unanimously 
approved, The resolutions as adopted appear elsewhere in 
the Letter. 


The officers for 1939 were then installed, and the session 
ended with the presentation of a Lord Elgin watch to Karl 
Kuner Mayer, the retiring president, as an expression of 
his colleagues’ appreciation of the splendid service he has 
rendered. 


Administrative Council Meeting 


The Administrative Council at its meeting on Saturday 
afternoon received the report of the Treasurer for 1938, ap- 
proved the tentative budget for 1939 to be submitted to the 
Board of Directors, recommended that the dues for 1939 be 
fixed at one-fourth cent per case on seasonal products and 
one-eighth cent on non-seasonal products, and received and 
approved reports from the Trustees of the Trust Indenture 
Fund and the committees on Economic Research, Legislation, 
and Simplification of Containers. The Council likewise ap- 
proved, for submission to the Board, a resolution with respect 
to legislative regulatory measures which may have the effect 
of curtailing freedom of business opportunity for any Amer- 
ican enterprise. 


Meeting of Directors 


At its meeting the Board of Directors approved the recom- 
mendations of the Administrative Council with respect to the 
budget and the rate of dues for 1939. It also approved the 
resolution on legislative regulatory measures submitted by 
the Council, and the report of the Trustees of the Trust In- 
denture Fund. 


Most of the meeting was devoted to discussion of reports 
from the committees on Economic Research, Labeling, Sim- 
plification of Containers, Legislation, and Social Security. 


After the presentation of the report of the Committee on 
Simplification of Containers, the following resolution was 
adopted by the Board: 


Resoivep, That the report of the Committee on Simplifica- 
tion of Containers, embodying the results of the detailed 
survey made in collaboration with the Bureau of Standards 
and recommendations thereon, be adopted and approved; and 

That the Committee be directed to proceed with its work 
toward the immediate formulation for each canned commodity 
of a list of proposed permissible containers based in each case 
upon a specific can diameter and a specific designation of the 
quantity of the contents, by weight, measure, or count, pro- 
vided that insofar as practicable the designation required 
by the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act be utilized in 
specifying the quantity of the contents, and that reasonable 
commercial tolerances be established. The Committee is 
further directed to circulate such lists of proposed permissible 
containers to canners of the several commodities in time for 
adoption during the 1939 packing season; and 

That the Committee report to the next meeting of this 
Board concerning (a) proposed modifications which experi- 
ence indicates should be made in the method approved, and 
(b) means for securing, through industry conference agree- 
ment, legislation, or otherwise, complete and effective com- 
pliance with a list of permissible containers specified for 
each canned commodity. 

At the suggestion of the chairman of the Social Security 
Committee, the Board approved the appointment of a sub- 
committee to make an intensive study of the operation of 
State social security laws, with the object of preparing an 
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appropriate questionnaire to be used by the Committee to 
develop information on the operation of these laws as applied 
to the canning industry. 


Following the report of the Legislative Committee the 
Board voted that authority be given the Committee to carry 
on its work as it deems best in the light of developments as 
they occur, 


The following resolution, respecting the work of Doctors 
Karl F. Meyer, J. C. Geiger, E. C. Dickson, and W. D. 
Bigelow, was unanimously adopted: 

Wuereas, Doctors Karl F. Meyer, J. C. Geiger, E. C. 
Dickson, and W. D. Bigelow have rendered signal service to 
the canning industry and to the public health in the discovery 
of methods leading to the prevention of botulism and in the 
development of the canning technique relative thereto, be it 

Resotvep, that the National Canners Association express 
its recognition to these distinguished men of science for their 
outstanding achievement, and be it further 

Reso.ven, that this resolution be engrossed on the records 
of this Association and a copy thereof be sent to each of 
these benefactors of our industry. 


Canning Problems Conferences 


Canning problems conferences were held on Tuesday and 
Wednesday afternoon, similar to the conferences held at the 
conventions in recent years, under the direction of the Re- 
search Laboratories. Some statements that were presented 
were of a confidential nature, but several manuscripts were 
prepared by discussion leaders and these will be published 
in the trade papers. They are available also in mimeographed 
form for members of the Association desiring separate copies. 


Eight different subjects that were believed to be of current 
interest to the industry were discussed. In organizing the 
discussions, leaders were drawn from the Washington and 
San Francisco laboratories of the National Canners Associa- 
tion, the research departments of the American Can Company 
and the Continental Can Company, research organizations 
of individual canning companies and, in the case of discussion 
referring to changes in the Tenderometer, from the Food 
Machinery Corporation. Conferences on both afternoons 
were especially well attended. 


Raw Products Conferences 


The conferences on crop production problems organized 
by the Association’s Raw Products Bureau developed more 
general interest and a larger attendance than ever before. 


The speakers who led the discussions were each leaders 
in their several fields of agricultural research or canning 
crops production, and the information presented in the con- 
ference discussions combined the results of scientific study 
and practical experience in a way that was most helpful to 
those in attendance. 


Most of the speakers prepared abstracts of their addresses, 
mimographed copies of which were released at the meetings. 
A limited supply of remaining copies are available to mem- 
bers on request to the Association's Raw Products Bureau. 
Subjects include the following: “Direct Seeding of Toma- 
toes”; “Fertilizer Placement”; “Quick Soil Tests”; “Use of 
Boron to Control Internal Black Spot of Beets”; “Nutrient 


Solutions for Tomato Transplants”; “Breeding Disease-Re- 
sistant Tomatoes”; “Disease-Resistant Pea Varieties”; “Lima 
Bean, Beet and Green and Wax Bean Variety Tests”; “Sweet 
Corn Hybrids and Inbreds”; “Pea Aphid Control Recommen- 
dations for 1939.” 


Marketing Conference 


The Export and Domestic Marketing Conference was held 
on Wednesday afternoon with C. Roy Mundee, chief of the 
Foodstuffs Division of the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce presiding. The conference was opened with an 
address by Mr. Fletcher H. Rawls, assistant director of the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, following which 
Mr. C, E. Birgfeld, assistant chief of the Foodstuffs Division, 
spoke on the opportunities for foreign trade in the products 
of the industry. Mr. E. L. Lloyd, chief of the Marketing 
Data Section, spoke upon the service that that Section is 
prepared to give in the domestic field. 


Section Meetings 


The Pitted Red Cherry Section met on Tuesday afternoon 
with James H. Lyman presiding as chairman. Most of the 
meeting was devoted to a discussion of National Cherry Week, 
the date for which is February 15-22. There was also con- 
siderable discussion of advertising and sales promotion for 
canned cherries. Peter J. Naeye of Marion, New York, was 
elected chairman of the Section for 1939 and D. W. Reynolds 
of Sturgeon Bay was chosen as secretary. 


The Meat Section held its meeting on Thursday morning 
with J, R. Vander Veer, chairman, presiding. An interesting 
program of papers dealing with the meat canning branch of 
the industry was presented. Chairman Vander Veer and 
Secretary W. Lee Lewis were reelected officers of the Section 
for the coming year. 


Conference Committee 


The Joint Conference Committees of Canners and Dis- 
tributors met on Monday with representatives of canners and 
of five distributors’ organizations present. The most im- 
portant subjects coming before the meeting were the form 
of guaranty to be given under the new Federal food law 
and revision of the arbitration rules considered advisable in 
view of recent Federal and State legislation relating to arbi- 
tration. There was agreement in principle on both of these 
matters, and final drafting of the form of guaranty and the 
revision of the arbitration rules will be in language agreed 
upon by counsel of the National Canners Association and of 
the National-American Wholesale Grocers Association. 

The attention of the Committee was called to the action of 
the Board of Directors of the National Canners Association 
toward securing better understanding of the descriptive 
labeling program and cooperation of the canners and dis- 
tributors in promoting the adoption of the descriptive labeling 
system. 

The work of the canners’ Committee on Simplification of 
Containers was commended, and continuation of its efforts 
was strongly urged. 

The Committee voted its approval of the principle of a 
uniform State food law. 
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Further consideration of the subject of swell allowances 
was postponed for a year to give the associations interested 
an opportunity to collect statistics on swells in various canned 


products. 


Changes in Tenderometer Approved 


Approval was given by Canning Industry Research, Inc., 
to certain changes proposed by the Food Machinery Cor- 
poration in the construction of the Tenderometer. These 
changes are designed to improve the operation of the Ten- 
derometer and are based chiefly on the results of the operation 
of the machine during the 1938 season. The principal 
changes proposed were in the motor and in the mode of 
operation of the grid. By these changes it is estimated that 
the capacity of the Tenderometer will be approximately 
doubled. 


Resolutions Adopted 


The following resolutions were adopted by the National 
Canners Association in Convention at Chicago, Illinois, Tues- 


day, January 24, 1939: 


Political democracy can exist only in a free industrial 
society which affords to each of its constituent groups equal 
opportunity to pursue honest business enterprise. Legislative 
enactment or administrative regulation, either State or Fed- 
eral, which hampers, impedes, or interferes with commercial 
activity honestly conducted under fair methods of competition 
not only forestalls economic recovery, but also endangers 
our American institutions. This Association urges upon each 
of its members the duty, as citizens of a great democracy, of 
actively voicing to their elected representatives in the national 
Congress and the several State legislatures their unalterable 
opposition to inadequately considered, opportunist-sponsored, 
or basically unsound regulatory measures which may have 
the effect of curtailing freedom of business opportunity for 
any American enterprise. 


Wueneas, the National Canners Association has in the 
more than three decades of its existance formulated its activ- 
ities to meet the evolving needs of the canning industry, and 

Whereas, the institution and execution of a program of 
scientific research has proved to be of immeasurable value to 
the industry by providing a sound scientific basis for the 
development of canned foods, thereby affording a splendid 
store of wholesome food to the American consumer and an 
important marketing outlet for the agricultural producers 
of canning crops, and 

Whereas, it now appears that the statistical work of the 
Association should, in the public interest and that of the 
industry, be supplemented by the institution of a broad pro- 
gram of economic research into the fundamental structure, 
production, operation of and distribution in the canned foods 
industry, be it 

Resotvep, that the Association approves and adopts the 
program of economic research recommended by the Com- 
mittee on Economic Research and approved by its Board of 
Directors, and authorizes its executive officers and staff to 
proceed forthwith with the carrying out of that program. 


* * * 
Recognizing that the good will and increasing patronage 


of the public are essential to the progress of the canning 
industry, and that good will is based only upon a complete 


and sympathetic understanding of the service that an in- 
dustry performs and the contribution it makes to the public 
welfare, be it 


Resotvep, that the National Canners Association continue 
the activities it has heretofore undertaken to disseminate 
authentic information, to the end that the public may have 
full knowledge of the industry's purposes and policies, the 
services it performs, and its relations with the growers of 
canning crops, the labor that the industry employs, the dis- 
tributing trades through which its goods are marketed, and 
the consumers who buy its products. 


Resotvep, that the Home Economics Division and the 
Division of Statistics and Information of the Association 
extend their preparation and distribution of information to 
be placed before individuals and organizations concerned 
with problems that directly or indirectly affect the canning 
industry. 

Reso.vep, that the State and Regional Canners Associa- 
tions be requested to cooperate with the National Canners 
Association in the furtherance of its program to furnish the 
public with information on the industry and on its relations 
with allied industries and trades and with the public. 

Reso.ven, that each member of the canning industry accept 
individual and personal responsibility for keeping his own 
community correctly informed on the industry's problems 
and policies and for establishing a spirit of community good 
will toward the industry. 

* * * 


Wuenreas, death has taken during the past year the beloved 
secretary of the Association of New York State Canners, 
John P. Street, of Rochester, New York, whose untiring and 
devoted service, not only to his own Association, but to the 
canning industry as a whole, contributed immeasurably to 
the advancement of the industry, therefore be it 

Resotvep, that this Association express its deep sorrow 
at the loss of so valued a citizen, so beloved a friend and so 
honored a gentleman, and that this resolution be engrossed 
on the records of the Association and a copy be forwarded 


to his family. 


Constructive leadership in a critical period, foresight and 
untiring devotion to the increased demands of office, happily 
combined with ability, experience, and great charm have con- 
tributed to the outstanding record of achievement of our 
retiring President, Karl Kuner Mayer. His service in the 
highest office of the Association is a record of unselfish en- 
deavor in the interest of the industry and of the Association. 
His warm friendship, modesty, and ever-helping hand have 
endeared him to the many canners throughout the land who 
were privileged to meet him and to share their problems with 
him during his term of office. 

At the close of his administration we greet our devoted 
friend Karl Mayer not only with grateful appreciation of all 
that he has done for us but also with our most sincere per- 


sonal regards. 
* * 


Resorvep, that the President and Secretary of this Asso- 
ciation are hereby requested to write a letter to each of the 
guest speakers at this convention, to all allied industries and 
to the daily and trade press, expressing on behalf of this 
Association its appreciation of their valued contributions to 
the success of this convention. 


Reso.vep, that the National Canners Association again 
express to the can companies the appreciation of the indus- 
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try for the continued extensive advertising of canned foods 
that these companies have sponsored. 
* * * 


An Association is in large measure as effective as its per- 
manent staff is efficient and devoted. At a time when the 
Association is entering upon a new program in its continued 
service to the canning industry, we gratefully acknowledge 
that the achievements of the Association can largely be 
attributed to the untiring efforts, devoted service, and uni- 
fying force of our Secretary, Frank E. Gorrell. As a partial 
and inadequate recognition of these unique and invaluable 
services, be it 

Resoivep, that the Association welcomes this opportunity 
once again to express its deep gratitude and to convey to 
him the fond regards of each of its members. 

* * . 
Resotvep, that authority be delegated to the President of 


the National Canners Association to act for this Association 
in the selection of the location for the next convention. 


Steel Industry Picture 


One of the most popular features of the convention program 
was the technicolor motion picture “Steel—Man’s Servant” 
made available through the courtesy of the U. S. Steel Cor- 
poration. It was scheduled to be shown on Monday and 
Tuesday evenings, but by popular request there was a third 
showing on Wednesday evening. 


Radio Broadcasts During Convention 


Radio broadcasts during the annual convention brought 
the canning industry and the National Canners Association 
before a wide audience. The first broadcast was by Walter 
L. Graefe on Friday, January 20, over radio station WLS. 

During the Carnation Milk program on Monday night, 
January 23, a high tribute was paid to the achievements of 
the industry in the field of scientific research and greetings 
were extended to the canners and allied groups meeting during 
the week in Chicago. 

Miss Ruth Atwater of the Home Economics Division was a 
guest speaker January 23 on radio station WLS homemakers’ 
program, sponsored by Feature Foods, Inc. From the same 
station, John F. McGovern of the Minnesota Valley Canning 
Co., and Leonard Hill, British trade paper publisher attend- 
ing the convention, also broadcasted later in the week. 


Reports Being Mailed to Members 


The “Secretary's Annual Report,” including the report on 
the books of the treasurer; “Developments in the Work of 
the Home Economics Division,” and “Annual Report to the 
Research Committee, 1938,” of the Association's Research 
Laboratories, are being mailed to members of the Association. 


N. C, A. Officers, Directors, and Standing Committees for 1939 


OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT: Walter L. Graefe, Pomona Products Co., Griffin, 


Ga, 

Finst Vice-Preswent: H. F. Krimendahl, Crampton Can- 
neries, Inc., Celina, Ohio. 

Seconp Vice-Presipent: Leonard E. Wood, California Pack- 
ing Corp., San Francisco, Calif. 

Secrevary-Treasurer: Frank E. Gorrell, Washington, D. C. 


DIRECTORS 


John L. Albright, Columbus Foods Corp., Columbus, Wis. 
William Bewley, Bewley Brothers Canning Co., Middleport, N. Y. 
George A. Borg, Northland Canning Co., Cokato, Minn. 

F. E. Brewer, Marshall Canning Co., Marshalltown, Iowa. 

F. Webster Browne, H. C. Baxter & Bro., Brunswick, Maine. 

*J. Adams Bruce, Bruce's Juices, Inc., Tampa, Fla. 

*Garth E. Carrier, lowa Canning Co., Vinton, lowa. 

*R. D. Cleaveland, H. J. McGrath Co., Baltimore, Md. 

*A. E. Coddington, Ladoga Canning Co., Indianapolis, Ind. 

M. F. Counter, Fort Lupton Canning Co., Fort Lupton, Colo. 

*C. W. Crary, J. B. Inderrieden Co., Chicago, Ill. 

W. R. Eddington, Eddington Canning Co., Springville, Utah. 

H. B. Friele, Nakat Packing Corp., Seattle, Wash. 

M. M. Frost, Starr Fruit Products Co., Portland, Oreg. 

George F. Greb, Blytheville Canning Co., Blytheville, Ark. 

T. C. Hayes, American Packing Corp., Evansville, Ind. 

R. L. Haynie, Reedville Oil and Guano Co., Reedville, Va. 
*Robert S. Hopps, National Fruit Canning Co., Seattle, Wash. 

Hl. J. Humphrey, Snider Packing Corp., Rochester, N. Y. 
*Edgar F, Hurff, Edgar F. Hurff Co., Swedesboro, N, J. 

*F. E. Jewett, G. S. and F. E. Jewett, Norridgewock, Maine. 
Camille Jongleux, Reid, Murdoch & Co., Rochester, Minn. 
*Cassius L. Kirk, Bozeman Canning Co., Bozeman, Mont. 

H. F. Krimendah', Crampton Canneries, Inc., Celina, Ohio. 

*A. T, Leatherbury, Eastern Shore Canning Co., Machipongo, Va. 
Carl N, Lovegren, Hunt Brothers Packing Co., San Francisco, Calif. 


James H. Lyman, Traverse City Canning Co., Traverse City, Mich. 

*H. E. MacConaughey, Hawaiian Pineapple Co., Ltd., San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. 

*E. A. Meyer, C. H. Musselman Co., Biglerville, Pa. 

*T. C. McCall, Gibson Canning Co., Gibson City, Ill. 

E. A. McCornack, Eugene Fruit Growers Assn., Eugene, Oreg. 

H. J. McDonald, Elyria Canning Co., Elyria, Ohio. 

E. G. McDougall, Libby, McNeill & Libby, Chicago, Ill. 

C. C. Mobley, St. Paul Canning Co., St. Paul, Ind. 

*C. S. Morrill, Burnham & Morrill Co., Portland, Maine. 
*L. E. Munger, Holley Canning Co., —“~° N. Y. 

George A. Nagle, Nagle Packing Co., Paducah, Ky. 

J. G. Nelson, Hemet Packing Co., Hemet, Calif. 

Charles F. Pearce, Frank C. Pearce Co., Gloucester, Mass. 
*George N. Pfarr, Tri-Valley Poguing Assn., San Francisco, Calif. 
*F. A. Pike, Seaboard Packing Co., Lubec, Maine. 

Frank H. Raymond, Fremont Canning Co., Fremont, Mich. 

R. C. Sharp, Sharp Canning Co., Celina, Ohio. 

Albert T. Smith, Smith Canning Co., Clearfield, Utah. 

John W. Speyer, Kauai Pineapple Co., Ltd., San Francisco, Calif. 

Paul Stanton, Florida Fruit Canners, Inc., ~ Fla. 

Isidore Stephany, Greenabaum Bros., Seaford, Del. 

+ Summers, Charles G. Summers, Jr., Inc., New Free- 

om, Pa. 
*Charles H. G. Sweigart, Keystone Mushroom Co., Coatesville, Pa. 
*G. Frank Thomas, Thomas & Co., Frederick, Md. 

B, Urann, Canners, Inc., South Hanson, Mass. 

“Cie C. Van Camp, Van Camp Sea Food Co., Terminal Island, 
Calif. 
*Henry A. Verhulst, Calumet-Dutch Packing Co., Sheboygan, Wis. 

E. W. Virden, Gilman Canning Assn., Gilman, Iowa. 

*Ronald Wadsworth, California Packing Corp. (Mountain States 
Div.), Ogden, Utah, 
*Guy L. Webster, G. L. Webster Co., Cheriton, Va. 

King Weeman, Shawano Canning Co., Shawano, Wis. 

H. ‘. White, California Packing Corp., San Francisco, Calif. 

F. A. Wilder, Pratt-Low Preserving Co., Santa Clara, Calif. 

F. Hall Wrightson, Chas. T. Wrightson & Son, Easton, Md. 


* Elected at 1939 Convention. 
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STANDING COMMITTEES 
ADJUSTMENT 


New England States 


John L. Baxter, Brunswick, Maine, Chairman. 
Henry B. Bird, Rockland, Maine. 
C. L. Keene, West Poland, Maine. 


Illinois, lowa, Nebraska, and Ozark Territory 


Robert Dickinson, Eureka, Ill., Chairman. 
R. L. Carpenter, Paragould, Ark 
Guy E. Pollock, Marshalltown, Iowa. 


Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Tennessee, and Kentucky 


W. W. Wilder, Clyde, Ohio, Chairman. 
B. C, Nott, Grand Rapids, Mich 
Bert Powers, Gaston, Ind. 


Maryland, New Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania, and Virginia 


Charles G. Summers, Jr.. New Freedom, Pa., Chairman. 
George H. Draper, Jr., Milford, Del. 
F. Hall Wrightson, Easton, Md. 


New York 


Paul E. Emerson, Newark, N. Y., Chairman, 
Roy W. Hemingway, Auburn, N. Y. 
Laurence Meulendyke, Rochester, N. Y. 


Wisconsin, Minnesota, North and South Dakota 


Henry Seiple, Beaver Dam, Wis., Chairman. 
F. W. Douthitt, Ortonville, Minn. 
J. J. Wittenburg, Cedarburg, Wis. 


Utah, Montana, Colorado, and Idaho 


Herbert J. Barnes, Kaysville, Utah, Chairman. 
Ben F. Counter, Fort Lupton, Colo. 
Cassius L. Kirk, Bozeman, Mont. 


Southern States 


C. E. Lindsey, Highland City, Fla., Chairman. 
S. Cafiero, Savannah, Ga. 
. P. Dorgan, Mobile, Ala, 
Texas 


William F. Gohlke, Austin, Texas, Chairman. 
Carlton Crawford, Palacios, Texas. 
J. W. Garth, Houston, Texas. 


ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 


F. E. Brewer, Marshalltown, Iowa. 
Ralph Brown, San Francisco, Calif. 
H. L. Cannon, Bridgeville, Del. 
Elmer E. Chase, San Jose, Calif. 

E. B. Cosgrove, Le Sueur, Minn. 
Clinton W. Davis, Portland, Maine. 
Arthur C, Dorrance, Camden, N. J. 
i? oh O. Dulany, Fruitland, Md. 

k. Garretson, Chicago, Il. 
Frank Gerber, Fremont, Mich. 
Ollie Gilliatt, Vincennes, Ind, 

Frank E. Gorrell, Washington, D. C. 
Walter L. Graefe, Griffin, Ga. 

H. E. Gray, San Jose, Calif. 

Arthur Hamilton, Lebanon, Ohio. 

F. A. Harding, Watertown, Mass. 

G. Sherwin Haxton, Oakfield, N. Y. 
Roy W. Hemingway, Auburn, N. Y. 
C, E. Hume, San Francisco, Calif. 
Mare C. Hutchinson, Fennville, Mich. 
H. F. Krimendahl, Celina, Ohio. 

C. E. Lindsey, Highland City, Fla. 
H. E. MacConaughey, San Francisco, Calif. 
B. E. Maling, Hillsboro, Oreg. 


Karl Kuner Mayer, Brighton, Colo 
E. G. McDougall, Chicago, Il. 
W. A. Miskimen, Indianapolis, Ind. 
B. C. Nott, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
B. C, Olney, Rochester, N. Y. 
Howard A. Orr, Circleville, Ohio. 
Robert C. Paulus, Salem, Oreg. 
F. A. Stare, Columbus, Wis. 

rego, Hoopeston, Il. 
Walters, Chicago, Ill. 
J. B. Weix, Oconomowoc, Wis. 


Leonard E. Wood, San Francisco, Calif. 


ADVISORY BOARD 


H. L. Cannon, Bridgeville, Del. 
Elmer E. Chase, San Jose, Calif. 

E. B. Cosgrove, Le Sueur, Minn. 
Charles S. Crary, Streator, Ill. 
Richard Dickinson, Eureka, Ill. 
Ralph O. Dulany, Fruitland, Md. 
Frank Gerber, remont, Mich. 

F. A. Harding, Watertown, Mass. 
C, E. Hume, San Francisco, Calif, 
Mare C. Hutchinson, Fennville, Mich. 
Karl Kuner Mayer, Brighton, Colo. 
B. C, Nott, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Howard A, Orr, Circleville, Ohio. 
E. S. Thorne, Geneva, N. Y. 

E. F. Trego, Hoopeston, Ill. 


CONFERENCE WITH DISTRIBUTORS 


Frank Gerber, Fremont, Mich,, Chairman. 
. Cosgrove, Le Sueur, Minn., Vice-Chairman. 

John L. Baxter, Brunswick, Maine. 

H. L. Cannon, Bridgeville, Del. 

H, F. Krimendahl, Celina, Ohio. 

C. E. Lindsey, Highland City, Fla. 

. N. Lovegren, San Francisco, Calif. 

. MacConaughey, San Francisco, Calif, 
B. E. Maling, Hillsboro, Oreg. 

Roy L. Pratt, San Francisco, Calif. 

se B. Stokely, Jr., Indianapolis, Ind. 
E. F. Trego, Hoopeston, Il it 

Guy L. Webster, Cheriton, Va. 

F, A. Wilder, Santa Clara, Calif. 


EXECUTIVE 


Mare Hutchinson, Fennville, Mich., Chairman. 
Ralph Brown, San Francisco, Calif. 

Clinton W. Davis, Portland, Maine. 

Arthur C. Dorrance, Camden, 

G. Sherwin Haxton, Oakfield, N. Y. 

E. G. McDougall, Chicago, Ill. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Karl Kuner Mayer, Brighton, Colo., Chairman. 


F. E. Brewer, Marshalltown, Iowa. 
H. L. Cannon, Bridgeville, Del. 
ay E. Chase, San Jose, Calif. 
E. B. Cosgrove, Le Sueur, Minn, 
Ralph O. Dulany, Fruitland, Md. 
Garretson, Chicago, III. 
Frank Gerber, Fremont, Mich. 
Ollie Gilliatt, Vincennes, Ind. 
Walter L. Graefe, Griffin, Ga. 
H. E. Gray, San Jose, Calif. 
oon Hamilton, Lebanon, Ohio. 
F, A. Harding, Watertown, Mass. 
Roy W. Hemingway, Auburn, N. Y. 
CE. Hume, San Francisco, Calif. 
ti F. Krimendahl, Celina, Ohio. 
C. E. Lindsey, Highland City, Fla. 
H, E. San Francisco, Calif. 
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B. E. Maling, Hillsboro, Oreg. 
W. A. Miskimen, Indianapolis, Ind. 
B. C. Nott, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
B. C. Olney, Rochester, N. Y. 
Howard A, Orr, Circleville, Ohio. 
we C. Paulus, Salem, Oreg. 
4 . Stare, Columbus, Wis. 

Thorne, Geneva, N. Y. 
F. Trego, Hoopeston, Th. 
Clarence M, Walters, Chicage 
J. B. Weix, Oconomowoc, 


Leonard E, Wood, San Calif. 
HOME ECONOMICS 


H. A. White, San Francisco, Calif., Chairman. 


Ralph O. Dulany, Fruitland, Md. 
Dan Gerber, Fremont, Mich. 

W. P. Hartman, Columbus, Wis. 
Mare C. Hutchinson, Fennville, Mich. 
Otto Lowe, Cape Charles, Va. 

Robert C. Paulus, Salem, Oreg. 

E. S. Thorne, Geneva, N. Y. 

E. F. Trego, Hoopeston, Il. 

Clarence M. Walters, Chicago, Ill. 


LABELING 
Howard A, Orr, Circleville, Ohio, Chairman, 


E. B. Cosgrove, Le Sueur, Minn., Vice-Chairman. 


John L. Baxter, Brunswick, Maine. 
Fred M, Drew, Campbell, Calif. 

Frank Gerber, Fremont, Mich. 

H. J. Humphrey, Rochester, N. Y. 
Robert C, Paulus, Salem, Oreg. 

Guy E. Pollock, Marshalltown, Towa. 
A. F,. Schroder, Winneconne, Wis. 

C. C, Seutt, Red Creek, N. y 

F. A, Stare, Columbus, Wis. 

Douglas C. Townson, Rochester, N. Y. 
Clarence M. Walters, Chicago, Ill. 
Guy L. Webster, Cheriton, Va. 

H. A. White, San Francisco, Calif. 

F. Hall Wrightson, Easton, Md 


LEGISLATIVE 


C, E. Lindsey, City, Fla., 


Harold K, Bachelder, mg is, Ind 

Elmer y Chase, San Jose, Ca 

Ralph O. Dulany, Fruitland, Md. 

Hoyt Ellis, Vinton, Towa. 

James K. Gregory, Ark. 

Frank H, Hall, Weslaco, Texas. 

W. P. Hartman, Columbus, Wis. 

Mare C. Hutchinson, Fennville, Mich. 

Harry A. Kelleher, Camden, N. J 

Otto Lowe, Cape Charles, Va. 

John F, McGovern, Le Sueur, Minn. 

Elvon Musick, San egy Calif. 

~ rt C. Paulus, Salem, Oreg. 
Teagarden, Oak Harbor, Ohio. 

Timson, San Francisco, Calif. 

Douglas C. Townson, Rochester, N. Y. 

Clarence M. Walters, Chicago, Ill. 

J. B. Weix, Oconomowoc, is. 

H. A, White, San Francisco, Calif. 

Paul H. Wolf, Gwynneville, Ind. 


RAW PRODUCTS 


G. O. Bailey, Rochester, N. Y., Chairman. 
Herbert ‘arnes, Kaysville, Utah. 

John L. Baxter, Brunswick, Maine. 

Mare Fennville, Mich. 
Harry McCartney, T 

Walter C, Pressing, Celina, Ohio 


A. D. Radeba Dayton, Wash. 
Kenneth N. Rider, Trofalg ar, Ind. 
Charles F, Seabrook, Bri 
F. A. Stare, Columbus, 

Clarence M. Walters, Ill. 

H. A. White, San Francisco, Calif. 


RESOLUTIONS 


E. E. Chase, Jr., San Jose, Calif., Chai 
F. Webster Browne, Brunswick, “Maine. 
Richard Dickinson, Jr., Eureka, Ill. 

Dan Gerber, Fremont, "Mich. 
Preston McKinney, San Francisco, Calif. 
Chas. S. Morrill, Portland, Maine. 


SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 


H. J. Humphrey, Rochester, N. Y., Chairman. 
H, 4 Baker, New York, N. Y. 
anck, Bureau o mistry D, 
Ralph O. Dulany, Fruitland, Md. 
Wm. H. Harrison, Chicago, inl. 
Mare C. Hutchinson, Fennville, a. 
a McGowan, Jr., Camden, N. J. 
W. A. Miskimen, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Fred L. Monnet, Santa Clara, Calif. 
“- Polk, Jr., Haines City, Fla. 
. Riley, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
E. S. Thorne, Geneva, N. Y. 
L. M. Tolman, Chicago, Ill. 
Clarence M, Walters, Chicago, Ill. 
H. A. White, San Francisco, Calif. 
Paul C. Wilbur, San Jose, Calif. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
COMMITTEE 


James McGowan, Jr., Camden, N. J., Chairman. 
Ralph O. Dulany, Fruitland, Md. 
Hf. Humphrey, Rochester, N. Y. 
Mars C. Hutchinson, Fennville, Mich. 
W. A. Miskimen, Indianapolis, Ind. 
E. S. Thorne, Geneva, N NY. 
H. A. White, San Francisco, Calif. 


SEEDSMEN’S CONFERENCE 


Laurence Meulendyke, Rochester, N. Y., Chairman. 
John L. Baxter, Brunswick, Maine. 
Henry P. Taylor, Walkerton, Va. 


SIMPLIFICATION OF CONTAINERS 


F. A. Wilder, Santa Clara, Calif., Chairman. 
H, A. Baker, New York, N. Y. 

H. L. Cannon, Bridgeville, Del. 

H. F. Krimendahl, Celina, Ohio. 

Sid J. Steele, Chicago, Ill. 


STATISTICS AND INFORMATION 


H. F. Krimendahl, Celina, Ohio, Chairman. 
E, M. Burns, Portland, Oreg. 

H. B. Friele, Seattle, Wash. 

C. E. Lindsey, Highland City, Fla. 

B. E. Maling, Hillsboro, Oreg. 

Karl Kuner Mayer, Brighton, Colo. 
Preston McKinney, San Francisco, Calif. 
W. A. Miskimen, Indianapolis, Ind. 

C. C. Rathbun, Tampa, Fla. 

L. A. Taylor, Rochester, N. Y. 

Douglas C. Townson, Rochester, N. Y. 
Marvin Verhulst, Madison, Wis. 
Clarence M. Walters, Chicago, Ill. 

H. A. White, San Francisco, Calif. 

F, Hall Wrightson, Easton, Md. 
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ECONOMIC RESEARCH 


Ralph O. Dulany, Fruitland, 

HF. Krimendahl, Celina, a 
e E. Lindsey, Highland City, Fla. 
Harry E. MacConaughey, San Calif. 
Karl Kuner Mayer, Brighton, Colo 
E. F. Trego, Hoopeston, Ill. 


SOCIAL SECURITY 


John F. McGovern, Le Sueur, Minn., Chairman. 
Harold K. Bachelder, Indianapolis, Ind. 
F. Webster Browne, Brunswi Maine. 
Hoyt Ellis, Vinton, Iowa. 

Lester Janes, Fremont, Mich. 

E. A. McCornack, Eugene, Oreg. 

Ralph Polk, Jr., Haines City, Fla. 
Clarence M, Walters, Chicago, Ill. 

H. A. White, San Francisco, Calif. 

D. E. Winebrenner, Hanover, Pa. 

F. Hall Wrightson, Easton, Md. 


Canned Foods Featured 


The fact that canned foods were featured on the menus 
of Chicago hotels during convention week drew commenda- 
tion from the thousands of canners and others in attendance 
at the meetings. 

At the Weirton Steel Company's Annual Dinner at the 
Chicago Athletic Club on Tuesday night canned foods only 
were served—from bisque of lobster through the menu to 
the steamed date pudding. 


National Grocers Institute 


At the luncheon for the Board of Directors of the National 
Canners Association, served at the close of the first session of 
the Board's meeting, Edwin P. Geauque, executive director of 
the National Grocers Institute, described the character and 
scope of the vocational training to be carried on by the Insti- 
tute, which is sponsored by the National Association of Retail 
Grocers. 


The National Grocers Institute has set up vocational stand- 
ards for retail grocers and grocery clerks and will award the 
degree of “Graduate Grocer” to those who can pass certain 
tests and have had the required practical experience in retail 
grocery stores. A campaign to acquaint the women of Amer- 
ica with the pleasure and convenience of dealing with grocers 
and clerks, who really “know their groceries”, will be under- 
taken, using newspaper and magazine advertising as its prin- 
cipal vehicle. 


State Secretaries’ Dinner 


The secretaries of 18 of the State and commodity canners 
associations attended the dinner for State secretaries on the 
evening of January 22. William A. Free of Pennsylvania 
was elected president, and Marvin Verhulst of Wisconsin, 
secretary of the State secretaries organization for the coming 
year. 

A considerable part of the after-dinner discussion was 
devoted to the new procedure of the Food and Drug Admin- 
istration in holding hearings for the definition of standards 
of identity and quality under the Food and Drug Act. 


Canning Industry Historical Exhibit 


A unique feature of this year’s convention was a special 
exhibit prepared by the Canning Machinery & Supplies As- 
sociation depicting the history of the canning industry from 
the time of the first application of the principle of heat 
sterilization by Nicholas Appert up to the present-day pre- 
cision of canning procedure. 

The exhibit was in the form of a massive book mounted on 
a rostrum in the main entrance of the Stevens Hotel. Its 
pages were turned by young ladies in costume, the pages 
depicting in chronological order significant events in the 
industry, one to a page. Among those commemorated was 
the formation of the National Canners Association 33 years 


ago. 


TOMATO STANDARDS HEARING 


Formal Procedure Followed in Submission of Evi- 
dence to Secretary of Agriculture 


The first public hearings by the Secretary of Agriculture 
under the new Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act with reference 
to the formulation of standards for food products, were held 
in Washington during the period of January 16 to 20, 1939. 
The subjects of the hearings were: Definition and standard 
of identity for tomato puree, tomato juice, tomato catsup, 
tomato paste, and canned tomatoes; standard of quality for 
canned tomatoes; standard of fill of container for canned 
tomatoes; and the labeling of sub-standard canned tomatoes. 
Each of these items was considered separately and the record 
of each is a separate and complete document. 

The hearings were held according to the provisions of Sec- 
tions 401 and 701 (e) of the Federal Food, Drug and Cos- 
metic Act. The Secretary of Agriculture on his own initiative 
gave public notice of the hearings in the December 15 issue 
of the Federal Register (see INronmation Letrer of Decem- 
ber 17, 1938). In the January 13 issue of the Federal 


Register are found rules of procedure for hearings required 
under the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act promulgated 
by the Secretary of Agriculture on January 12, 1939. Each 
of the hearings mentioned was conducted according to these 
rules of procedure. 

The procedure in these hearings is new, both to the Depart- 
ment and to the industry. They are conducted in a formal 
manner, with a presiding officer appointed by the Department 
of Agriculture and with testimony and evidence of one kind 
or another submitted very much as in a court of law. Wit- 
nesses give their testimony under oath and are subject to 
cross-examination by any person registered in attendance. 
An official transcript of all of the testimony taken is made 
and copies of this transcript are available to any interested 
party at a cost of 10 cents per sheet. The total record of the 
hearings listed above fill 1,279 sheets. 

The presiding officer was Mr. John McDill Fox of the 
Solicitor’s office of the Department, whose conduct of the 
hearings assisted greatly in having the evidence presented in 
the proper form and in clear and concise terms. 
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NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 
February 4, 1939. 


. Stocks of certain canned fruits, vegetables and fish as of January 1, 1939, 
and a year earlier, have been reported by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce, United States Department of Commerce, Washington, D.C., as follows: 


TOTAL Canners! Stocks, Sold and Unsold, Four Selected Canned Vegetables 


Oct. l, Jan. 1, 
1939. 1938 1938 


Cases Cases Cases 


7+561,01 
19,119,186 a/ 9,6 


5,384,126 »/7,086,427 3,518,497 


Oct. l, 


1937 
Cases 


15 500,985 
19,454,132 


None 


b/5,032, 314 


Commodity Jan, l, 


Peas (364) 
Corn (362) 
Tomatoes a//1,300) 
Green and 

(575) 


0579 
21,414, 301 
None 


Wax Beans 


a/ Excluding California for which data are not available, b/Revised. 


REPRESENTATIVE Distributors' Stocks, Four Selected Canned Vegetables 
(Rased on reports from the same firms for each date) 


Commodi ty Jan, l, Oct. l, Jan. l, 
1939 1938 1938 
Cases Cases Cases 
Peas 1,298,902 1,278,219 1,096,937 
Corn 1,424,913 1,463,831 1,279,061 
Tomatoes 994, 978, 353 1,088, 406 
Green and 
Wax Reans 675,656 777,048 550,441 ae 


REPRESENTATIVE Stocks, Sold and Unsold, Feaches and Pears 

(Based on reports from the same firms for each date) 
Distributors! Stocks 
Jean. l, Jan, 1, 
1939 1938 


Cases Cases 
Bou, 780,31 
369,424 


352, 26 


Canners! Stocks 
Jan, l, 
1938 

Cases 

414 

2,285,491 


Commodity 


Penches 


Pears 24109,815 


REPRESENTATIVE Cmned Fish Stocks, Unsold Only 
Canners!' Stocks 

Jane ls Jan. l, 

1939 1938 


Cases Cases 


1,135,879 
2,262,557 


Distributors’ Stocks 


Varieties 


Cases 


298 
128,407 


Cases 
Salmon 
Alaska Reds 
Pinks 
Other 
Total 
Sardines 


89,441 
108,137 


1,271,974 
1,928, 526 


California 
Maine 
Imported 
Total 
Tuna 


45, 4u2 
23,888 


131,628 


56,187 
2,225 
1,919 

130, 331 
122,278 


Canners' stocks, vegetables, from reports N-tional Canners Association, Canners! 


stocks salmon Association Pacific Fisheries, All others compiled by Bureau Foreign 
and Domestic Commerce, 


— 
e 
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he if 
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Mr. Fox explained that the purpose of the hearings was to 
provide a clear and official record of all the evidence from 
all interested parties upon which a proper standard could be 
based. As far as possible the record is kept free from argu- 
mentative statements. After the close of the hearing time is 
allowed for all interested parties to prepare proposed findings 
of fact and arguments based solely on the evidence in the 
oficial record. From these the presiding officer will prepare 
for the Secretary of Agriculture his own suggested findings 
of fact, which are to be published in the Federal Register. 
Here, again, time will be allowed for interested parties whose 
appearances were entered at the hearing to prepare argu- 
ments for submission to the Secretary with reference to the 
presiding officer's findings of fact. From all these the Secre- 
tary will construct and promulgate a standard for the product 
concerned, which will go into effect in 90 days from the 
official promulgation. 


The course of the hearings was necessarily slow in order 
that the records might be made complete. Since the hearings 
were called on the initiative of the Secretary of Agriculture, 
the evidence of experts from the Department of Agriculture 
was presented first in each case. The evidence was presented 
f by a series of questions by counsel for the Government to the 
various witnesses. After the direct evidence from each wit- 
ness was in the record, there was opportunity for cross-exami- 
nation by any interested party registered in attendance. Full 
and free cross-examination and redirect examination was 
allowed insofar as it pertained directly to the subject in 
hand. After all the direct evidence from the Government 
witnesses was brought out, then other interested parties were 
given an opportunity to make direct testimony and be sub- 
jected to cross-examination. 


Interested parties who could not appear in person were 
allowed to present their evidence in the form of affidavits, but 
the presiding officer called attention to the fact that in alloting 
weight to such evidence consideration would be given to the 
fact that cross-examination was not possible. 


At the close of each hearing Mr. Fox announced that the 
next step would be to have the official transcript of the hear- 
ings approved by him and turned over to the hearing clerk 
of the Department of Agriculture. A period of ten days after 
the receipt by the hearing clerk would be allowed for the 
receipt and consideration of proposed findings of fact and 
arguments based on the evidence in the record. After this 
all the evidence and findings of fact would be considered by 
Mr. Fox in preparing for the Secretary his suggested findings 
of fact, together with his review of the evidence, both of 
which will be published in the Federal Register. 


At the request of some of the canners in attendance, Mr. 
Fox said that he realized that the National Canners Associa- 
tion’s convention was about to begin and that canners would 
be unable to give consideration to the standards until after 
the convention closed. He said that he would delay the trans- 
mission of the official record to the hearing clerk for several 
days so there would be full opportunity for consideration by 
the industry. The record of the hearings was to be turned 
over to the hearing clerk about February 4. 


“AREA OF PRODUCTION” HEARING 


Over Fifty Witnesses, Including Twelve Members 
of Congress, Offer Testimony 

During a four-day period starting with January 9, officials 
of the Wage and Hour Division of the Department of Labor 
heard over 50 witnesses, including 12 members of Congress, 
request a change in the definition of “area of production” 
under the Fair Labor Standards Act. The hearing was held 
in Washington under the chairmanship of Merle Vincent, 
chief of the Hearings and Exemptions Section of the Division, 
and had been granted pursuant to numerous petitions for 
amendment of the definition filed with the Division by grow- 
ers, shippers, packers, and canners of fruits and vegetables. 

Preceding the hearing, the Association's special committee 
on the wage and hour law met with representatives of the 
various canning sections to discuss plans for the presentation 
of evidence. 


Speaking at the hearing for the canning industry as a 
whole, H. Thomas Austern, who represented the National 
Canners Association, pointed out that the 14-week overtime 
exemption contained in Section 7 (c) of the Act was inade- 
quate. He stated that the “area of production” regulation 
already issued “is unreasonably narrow and renders the ex- 
emption (Section 13 (a) (10)) inoperative and nullifies the 
intent of Congress.” He also called to the attention of the 
Wage and Hour Division that a definition of “area of produc- 
tion” under Section 7 (c) of the Act was not applicable to 
the canning industry. 


The witness for the Association asked that “no definition 
operate to restrict the canner in purchasing, for processing, 
from growers, any fruits or vegetables which are raised for 
canning or are marketable in canned form, and that no defi- 
nition be drawn which will operate to curtail the market for 
growers, or the market of any grower, for any crop he may 
raise or sell for canning.” Mr. Austern requested that a 
revision be made early enough to permit planting for the 
next season. 


Other witnesses to testify in behalf of various canning sec- 
tions of the country were: J. A. Burch and Frank Hall, 
South Texas Canners Association; James K. Gregory, Ozark 
Canners Association; Robert C. Paulus, Northwest Canners 
Association; Otto Lowe, Eastern Shore of Virginia Packers 
Association; M. P. Verhulst, Wisconsin Canners Association; 
J. Richard Phillips, Jr., Tri-State Packers Association; S. L. 
Holland, Florida Citrus Commission. 


A representative of the American Farm Bureau Federation 
submitted a resolution adopted by the Federation at its last 
annual meeting which requests that Congress amend the wage 
and hour law “to assure farmers the full benefit and scope of 
the exemptions, which agricultural leaders were assured had 
been provided when the Act was passed.” The resolution states 
that an amendment is sought because “the exemptions pro- 
vided . . . for agricultural trades and industries have been 
substantially reduced and nullified by the definition of the 
phrase ‘area of production’ as issued by the wage and hour 
law administrator.” 

Opposition to a change in the definition was presented by 
a representative of the American Federation of Labor and 
by representatives of the United Cannery, Agriculture, Pack- 
ing and Allied Workers of America, a C. I. O. affiliate. 
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CONGRESS SUMMARY 


Committees Commence Hearings—Amendments to 
Government Contracts Act Introduced 


Organization work for the most part completed, Congres- 
sional committees settled down to work during the past 
week. The House Ways and Means Committee commenced 
hearings on social security legislation, and the Interstate 
and Foreign Commerce Committee began hearings on an 
omnibus transportation bill introduced by Committee Chair- 
man Lea. 

On the Senate side, the Agricultural Committee held a 
three-day public hearing on Senator Frazier's proposed “cost 
of production” farm bill (S. 570). Although the bill has the 
support of 17 other senators and has been introduced in the 
House by more than 12 representatives, no further immediate 
Committee action is expected. 

The Senate Committee on Education and Labor at a meet- 
ing January 31 decided to refer the Walsh-Healey amendments 
(S. 1032-H. R. 3331) to the Public Contracts Act and the 
Walsh amendments (S. 1000) to the National Labor Relations 
Act to various goverment departments for recommendations. 
Following the receipt of recommendations from the executive 
agencies the full Committee will hold hearings on the pro- 
posed amendments to National Labor Relations Act. A sub- 
committee yet to be appointed will likewise hold hearings on 
the suggested amendments to the Public Contracts Act. 


The bills to amend the Public Contracts Act would extend 
the jurisdiction of the Act to government contracts and sub- 
contracts in an amount of $2,000 or more instead of the 
present limit of $10,000, would amend the child labor pro- 
visions of the Act to conform with the wage and hour law, 
and would permit the recovery on behalf of employees of 
double the amount due them for underpayment of wages in 
the case of a second offense and treble the amount in sub- 
sequent cases. The Walsh-Healey bills omit the highly con- 
troversial provision contained in the bill which neared enact- 
ment last June providing for the blacklisting from govern- 
ment business of all violators of the National Labor Relations 
Act. 

Senator Walsh in an explanatory memorandum stated that 
his proposed amendments to the National Labor Relations Act 
are designed “(1) To make it obligatory on the Board to 
respect the right of craft groups to decide for themselves by 
majority vote who their bargaining representative shall be; 
(2) to curtail the assumed power of the Board to invalidate 
legal contracts between employers and labor organizations, 
and (3) to correct the Board's procedure so that all parties 
affected by any case will be given due notice, accorded a fair 
hearing, protected against abuses of discretion, and assured of 
adequate judicial review of wrongful decrees”. 


Companion bills to continue the functions of the Recon- 
struction Finance Corporation from June 30 of this year 
until January 15, 1941, have been introduced by Chairman 
Steagall of the House Committee on Banking and Currency 
and by Senator Glass. 


The first deficiency appropriation bill, passed by the House 
on January 23, the subject of Senate Committee hearings this 
week, would provide the Wage and Hour Division with $850,- 
000 for administration of the Fair Labor Standards Act until 


June 30, the close of the 1939 fiscal year. Senator Walsh of 
Massachusetts has proposed an amendment to the bill which 
would appropriate $3,000,000 to the Surplus Commodities 
Corporation for the diversion of surplus fish and shellfish and 
the products thereof. Representative Colmer has introduced 
a bill to authorize the expendituze of $1,000,000 for the diver- 
sion of canned oysters and other canned seafoods by the 
Surplus Commodities Corporation. 

The duty on canned hams and shoulders and other pork 
products packed in air-tight containers would be increased 
from 3%4 cents per pound to 6 cents per pound by a change 
in the tariff classification proposed by Representative Coflee 
of Nebraska in H. R. 2956. 

The Delegate from Alaska, Mr. Dimond, has again pro- 
posed in H. R. 2411 to transfer the salmon fisheries from the 
jurisdiction of the Bureau of Fisheries to the Territory of 
Alaska. He has also introduced bills to provide for the con- 
servation of herring in the waters of Alaska and to prohibit 
the use of traps, weirs, and pound nets. 

The bill (H. R. 3024) for the conservation of herring pro- 
vides that after July 1, 1939, no herring taken in Alaskan 
waters shall be transported outside such area and there manu- 
factured, processed or converted into other than canned or 
cured fish for human consumption or for bait to be used in the 
taking of fish. 

H. R. 3368 declares that it is the policy of Congress to 
gradually reduce and ultimately prohibit the operation of all 
salmon traps in the waters of Alaska. To carry out this policy 
the bill would direct the Secretary of Commerce to close, to 
the fishing for salmon by traps during the year 1939, the areas 
or sites of at least one-fifth of all such traps operated during 
the year 1938 and to close an additional one-fifth each follow- 
ing year until all such trap locations are closed. The bill 
would limit the size of boats used in operating purse scines 
to 50 feet in length, 16 feet in beam, and not exceeding 27 net 
or 35 gross tons weight and would limit purse seines to 200 
fathoms but not less than 90 fathoms in length and to 250 
meshes but not less than 90 meshes deep. The bill further 
provides for progressive restriction on the canning of salmon 
taken by seines by non-residents of Alaska. 

Other bills introduced since the last issue of the INrorma- 
TION Letrer would increase from 30 per cent to 90 per cent 
the appropriation of funds from customs duties for diversion 
of crop surpluses, subsidization of exports, and payment of 
benefits under the Soil Conservation Act; authorize advances 
for crop insurance to producers participating in Soil Con- 
servation Act programs; and provide for the inclusion of 
Pacific Northwest boxed apples in the order sections of the 
Marketing Agreements Act. 


Regulations Governing Employment of Minors 

The Children’s Bureau of the Department of Labor, under 
authority of the Fair Labor Standards Act, gave notice on 
February 1 that a public hearing would be held in Wash- 
ington February 15 on proposed regulations governing the 
employment of minors between 14 and 16 years of age. 

The proposed regulations would prohibit the employment 
of children, within the specified ages, in: 


(1) Manufacturing or mining occupations, including oc- 
cupations requiring the performance of any duties in wo 


oF 

hi 

in 

sic 
sc 

(4 

6 

or 

: re 
Ni 

th 

to 
Re 

du 

dis 
mi 

ha 
he 

Pe 
St 

Fe 

liv 

da 

mi 
On 

hic 

Ap 

Ap 

Ap 
Be 

Be 

Bl 

Bh 

Ca 
Ca 

Ch 

Co 

Gr: 

Mi 

Pe; 

Pe; 

Pe 

Pri 

Pu 

Sal 

Sar 

Sa 

Vey 


INFORMATION LETTER 


5725 


rooms or work places where goods are produced; (2) the 
operation of motor vehicles, service as helpers on such ve- 
hicles; (3) messenger service. 

The employment of minors between 14 and 16 years of age 
in other occupations would be limited to periods: (1) Out- 
side school hours; (2) Not more than three hours on any 
school day; (3) Not more than eight hours on any other day; 
(4) Not more than 40 hours in any one week; (5) Between 
6 a. m. and 7 p. m. in any one day. 

Compliance with State laws and regulations and local 
ordinances would also be required for conformance with the 
regulations. 


National Cherry Week Planned February 15-22 


Plans are being made by cherry packers and growers for 
the observance of the eight annual National Cherry Week, 
to be held February 15 to 22. At the meeting of the Pitted 
Red Cherry Section of the National Canners Association 
during the recent convention, plans for the observance were 
discussed, 


Tapp and Wilcox Resign from FSCC 


Jesse W. Tapp, president of the Federal Surplus Com- 
modities Corporation, and Francis R. Wilcox, vice-president, 
have resigned from the Corporation and from positions each 
held in addition in the Department of Agriculture. Milo R. 
Perkins has been selected as president of the Corporation. 


Army to Buy Canned Foods 


The Quartermaster Supply Officer, lst Avenue and 58th 
Street, Brooklyn, New York, is asking for bids (opening date 
February 13) on a number of canned food products for de- 
livery f. o. b. New Cumberland, Pennsylvania, between the 
dates March 1 and 10, Copies of schedules on which to sub- 
mit bids may be obtained from the Quartermaster Supply 
Officer at the address given above. The articles on which 
bids are sought are as follows: 


ARTICLE Quantity Can size 


er 9,600 No. 10 
Beans, string, standard................ 18,000 No. 10 
Beets, 7,200 No. 10 
Blackberries, in water................. 1,500 No. 10 
Blueberries, in water. 1,500 No, 10 
6,600 No. 10 
Catsup, tomato, standard.............. 14,400 No. 10 
Cherries, sour, standard, in water....... 3,600 No. 10 
Corn, sweet, cream style, standard... ... 63,600 No. 2 
Grapefruit, choice, U. S. Grade B....... 7,200 No, 2 
Milk, evaporated, unsweetened. ........ 480,000 14% oz 
7,500 No. 10 
Peas, green, standard.................. 26,400 No. 10 
Prunes, choice, French................- 2,400 No. 10 
Salmon, best quality Red Sockeye...... 30,000 No. 1 tall 
Sardines (pilehards), fancy............. 14,400 No. | oval 
Sauerkraut, 9,000 No. 1 
Spinach, 7,500 No, 10 
fancy, U. 8S. Grade A..... 4,200 No. 10 
Vegetables, mixed, fancy............... 32,400 No.2 


Cold Storage Holdings of Fruits and Vegetables 


Cold storage holdings of all varieties of pears totaled 
1,380,000 boxes and baskets on January 1, 1939, compared 
with 1,148,000 a year earlier, according to figures compiled 
by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. Frozen fruits 
reported on hand on that date totaled 124,703,000 pounds, 
compared with 138,330,000 pounds on December 1, 1938, a 
reduction of 13,627,000 pounds. Stocks of frozen vegetables 
were reduced during December by 4,182,000 pounds. Jan- 
uary 1 stocks were 64,671,000 pounds compared with 29,351,- 
000 pounds on hand January 1, 1938. 


Santa Fe Book on Canned Foods Distributed 


Copies of the book prepared by the Santa Fe railway 
system on canned foods, “Delicious Foods in Tin and Glass,” 
were distributed at the recent convention of the National 
Canners Association in Chicago. The book, which is un- 
usually attractive in format and typography, tells briefly the 
history of canning and the canning industry, and describes 
the many foods in the United States made available to all 
parts of the country through the canning process. The part 
played by railroads in transporting canned foods is mentioned. 


The advertisement featuring canned foods, which was 
placed by the Santa Fe system in several nationally distrib- 
uted magazines, was noted in the INrormation Letter for 
December 10, 1938. 


1938 Retail Sales 12 Per Cent Below 1937 


Total retail sales in 1938 amounted to $35,300,000,000, a 
decline of about 12 per cent from the 1937 volume of $39,900,- 
000,000, according to estimates of the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce. 


Dates Announced for Canners’ Schools 


Dates have been announced for a number of canners’ 
schools and conferences to be held under the auspices of 
various agricultural colleges ard experiment stations in the 
coming weeks. Dates thus far announced are as follows: 


Purdue University, Lafayette, Ind., February 7-8 

Ohio State University, Columbus, February 14-15 

Oregon State College, Corvallis, February 6-18 

University of Maryland, College Park, February 23-24 

Iowa State College, Ames, February 27-28 

New York State Agricultural Experiment Station, Geneva, 
March 9-10 

University of Wisconsin, Madison, March 15-17 


At most of these schools the program is arranged to fur- 
nish information for canners and field men regarding results 
of the latest experiments and investigations on varieties, crop 
production problems, control of insects and diseases, use of 
fertilizers, and studies of related subjects. At the Oregon 
canners’ and field men’s school, special attention is also 
devoted to instruction in canning, the use of canning ma- 
chinery such as double seamers, and grading of canned foods. 


4 


5726 


INFORMATION LETTER 


Veterans Bureau to Buy Canned Asparagus 


The Procurement Division of the Veterans Administration 
is asking for bids, to be opened February 15, on 500 dozen 
No. 10 can of asparagus (soup tips and cuts), packed six to 
the case. Of these, 250 dozen are for delivery f. o. b. Perry- 
ville, Maryland, and 250 dozen f. o. b. San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia. 


Copies of the invitation, including specifications and gen- 
eral cunditions, can be obtained by communicating with the 
Procurement Division, Veterans Administration, Washington, 
D.C 


Study Shows Difficulties in Product Evaluation 


Existing methods of testing articles to guide consumers 
in their purchases are described as unsatisfactory in a Har- 
vard Business School research study prepared by Mrs. Mabel 
Taylor Gragg in collaboration with Neil H. Borden, profes- 
sor of advertising. The study, “Merchandise Testing as an 
Aid to Consumer Buying,” represents a part of the broader 
investigations of advertising being conducted under the su- 
pervision of Professor Borden. 


“It seems to be clear,” the writer states, as reported in 
Domestic Commerce, “that no program of product evaluation, 
even in the hands of well-financed, well-trained, and impar- 
tial individuals, can reduce consumer buying to a point of 
simplicity or free it from the chance of error. The lack of 
uniformity among users and use conditions; the continual 
change which characterizes products; the complexity of 
qualities represented in most articles of merchandise; the 
fact that desirable qualities often are mutually irreconcilable ; 
and the constantly complicating factor of price, in terms of 
which it is necessary for differences in product merits to be 
interpreted, make heavy reliance on generalizations concern- 
ing product values unwise.” 


Mrs. Gragg adds that the setting by law of mandatory 
quality standards intended to go beyond the point of pro- 
viding protection against the injurious and fraduluent would 
appear to be of doubtful wisdom. Even in setting minimum 
quality standards, it is necessary, she says, to bear in mind 
the nature of the consuming population; the limitations upon 
the purchasing power of a large body of consumers make 
it impossible for them to benefit from minimum standards 
set too high. 


On the subject of grade and quality standards for con- 
sumers’ goods, the author concludes that these devices may 
tend either to raise or lower the satisfactoriness of merchan- 
dise on the market, the particular effect depending upon the 
soundness of the standards and the adequacy of their revi- 
sion. In any event, she writes, it is easy to exaggerate their 
probable effect on merchandise quality, that such grade 
standards and quality specifications can be valid only in a 
fairly limited field of merchandise, and that their influence 
on product quality will depend upon the extent of their 
acceptance by consumers. Since the number of grades and 
specifications for any line of goods must be relatively small, 
they can indicate no more than wide quality differences. 
Consumers, consequently, can be expected to continue to 
distribute their patronage on the basis of narrower differen- 
tiations. The value of the standards to consumers would 
appear to depend chiefly upon their influence in simplifying 


selection, by indicating broad product classes, and their 
influence upon price, rather than upon their effect in improv. 
ing the quality of merchandise. The probable influence of 
grade standards and standard specifications in lowering 
prices is a matter of speculation. 


National Food Brokers’ Officers 


The following officers were elected for 1939 by the National 
Food Brokers Association: President, Ira E. Merrill, Merrill- 
Ranfft Co., Toledo, Ohio; First Vice-President, Harry L. 
Wagner, Carter-Wagner Brokerage Co., St. Louis, Mo.; 
Second Vice-President, Fred H. Baxter, Kelley-Clarke Co., 
Seattle, Wash.; Third Vice-President, Paul W. Paver, Paul 
Paver & Associates, Chicago, Ill.; Treasurer, J. L. McDermed, 
C. L. Dietz & Co., Indianapolis, Ind.; and Secretary, Paul 
Fishback, Indianapolis, Ind. 


Stocks of Tomato Juice in Canners’ Hands 


Stocks of canned tomato juice in canner’s hands on Jan- 
uary 1, 1939, totaled 7,263,498 actual cases, according to 
figures compiled by the Association's Division of Statistics. 
The report is based on figures supplied by canners holding 
81 per cent of the pack and carryover, and on estimates of the 
remaining 19 per cent. The following table gives January 
1 stocks by principal can sizes: 


Cans January 
Can Size percase stocks 
8 Z Tall (including 8 Z Short) 
No. | Pieni 
No. 211 Cylinder 
No. > (including all 300 cans from 407 to 
412 


No, 2% 
No, 3 Cylinder (including 404 cans from 
615 to 708) 


Straits Settlements Tries Pineapple Control 


The voluntary control of pineapple production, including 
quotas for each factory for the coming packing season, which 
was inaugurated in November in the Straits Settlements by 
the Central Board of Pineapple Packers, will undertake @ 
joint marketing system to secure an improvement in the pack 
and to maintain prices, according to the American trade 
commissioner at Singapore. 

The Central Board has informed local exporters that 
packers will not meet any claims on the quality of fruit 
shipped to the United States, as they have lost too much 
money during recent months. 
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UNSOLD STOCKS OF CANNED SALMON 


Unsold stocks of canned salmon on December 31, 1938, totaled 2,769,415 cases as compared with 4,039,451 cases on 
December 31, 1937, and 2,854,903 cases on November 30, 1938, according to statistics compiled by the Association of Pacific 
Fisheries. Figures for November 30 and December 31, 1938, were based on reports from 79 companies, producing 98 per 
cent of the 1938 pack. The statistics for December 31, 1937, were obtained from 91 companies, producing 99.1 per cent 
of the 1937 total production of canned salmon. The following table gives details regarding pack of salmon stocks of 
different grades and varieties, and a comparison of stocks on dates mentioned above: 


Total Total Total 
Talls Flats Halves Dee. 31, Nov. 30, Dee, 31, 
Grapes on VARIETIES (1 Pound) (1 Pound) (8 Dozen) 1938 1938 1937 


Chinooks or Kings: 


2, 

Cohos, Silvers, Medium Reds.................. 88 416 7, 


1938 Pumpkin and Squash Pack 
A total pack of pumpkin and squash during 1938 amounted 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 
Carlot Rigge as deg by the Bureau of Agricultural 


to 1,177,244 cases, compared with 1,507,708 cases packed in partment of Agriculture 

1937, according to statistics prepared by the Association's 
Division of Statistics. The pack this year was generally short Jan. 28 Jan. 28 Jan. 21 Jan. 28 28 
throughout the United States, with the greatest decrease in VEGETABLES 1938 ~=.:1939 1939 1938 1939 


Indiana. The following table shows the pack by States and Beans, enapandlima 163 147 157 2.508 3.109 
by can sizes: = = = 
1936 1937 1938 reen peas......... 

Actual Actual pom — ee ee 280 175 126 2,618 2,401 
cases cases 


) 


New 77,673 60,727 Indirectly... ... oF 72 76 «61,673 

822,877 676.026 424,533 Citrus, domestic... 3,952 4,195 4,519 53,783 59,955 
Michigan 78,675 a) 68 ,975 Imports 0 0 0 107 77 


(a) 
198,913 149,001 (67,256 REFRIGERATED FOOD LOCKERS 


Washington. ............ 


__ 14,202 168,081 245,278 cussion of Development and Significance of 


ee 1,767,847 1,507,708 1,177,244 Community Cold-Storage Facilities 
(*) Included in “Other States” 


In recent months, considerable publicity has been given 


24/2. Con Se 222,990 249.317 201,761 the use and development of refrigerated food locker plants 
944/801 721.963 for individual families. According to figures compiled by 
oti ot’ the U. S. Department of Agriculture and published in the 

2'372 4113 9/074 InrormMATION Letter of November 19, 1938, there were a 


_ total of about 1,300 community cold-storage plants where 

MS 2. Senn 1,767,847 1,507,708 1,177,244 families may preserve meats and vegetables. In the Decem- 

ber issue of Industrial Bulletin, published by Arthur D. 

sock eeting Little, Inc., appears a discussion of the locker plant, and 

Tennessee-Kentueky Canners A tion M its importance and significance. This article is reproduced 
Annual meeting of the T Kentucky Canners Asso- for the information of canners. 


ciation will be held at the Andrew Johnson Hotel at Knox- One of the most interesting aspects of the rapidly changing 
Ville, Tennessee on Monday and Tuesday, February 13 and 14. frozen-foods situation is the spectacular development of 
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refrigerated food locker plants in the Middle and Far West. 
Although the use of these plants began little more than a 
decade ago, recent trade estimates indicate that there are 
now approximately 2,500 plants in this country, with most 
of the expansion taking place since 1934, 


Early enterprises in this field, sidelines of creameries, pack- 
ing plants and cold-storage warehouses in rural districts, 
found ready rental from farmers for refrigerated space par- 
titioned by wire netting into small compartments. These 
were used for the freezing and cold storage of farm-dressed 
meat and poultry, thus permitting out of season consumption 
by the farmers’ families. 

The present locker plant is a unit in itself, usually occupy- 
ing a separate building and providing other services related 
to frozen food storage. Substantial quantities of fruit and 
vegetables are now included, although meat and poultry still 
furnish the bulk of the storage load and revenue. A few 
“limited service” plants continue to provide only refrigerated 
storage for products previously prepared for freezing by the 
patron at home or on the farm. It is conceded, however, that 
such plants are relatively unprofitable and provide less satis- 
factory conditions than the complete service type commonly 
built today. Complete service plants are distinguished by 
sharp or quick-freezing facilities outside the locker space, 
which provide more satisfactory freezing than does slow 
freezing in the lockers themselves. This practice also pre- 
vents damage to products already in storage from temper- 
ature rises following receipt of unfrozen produce under the 
older system, 

Many modern locker plants are miniature packing plants, 
providing butchering, chilling and ageing, cutting, wrapping, 
grinding, sharp freezing, curing, smoking, lard rendering 
and cold storage of meat, as well as freezing and storage of 
fruits and vegetables. Others are associated with markets 
which supply customers at wholesale with both dressed poul- 
try and the cuts of meat they prefer, making it unnecessary 
for them to provide for the use of all parts of the carcass. 
These markets frequently buy frozen foods in carload lots. 
particularly fruits, vegetables and fish, commercially packed 
in other areas, and resell them to their locker patrons on a 
wholesale basis. 

This development is of particular significance in expanding 
the distribution of frozen foods for home consumption, The 
normal channels of retail distribution from low temperature 
dealer cabinets are limited in the areas in which locker sys- 
tems have increased most rapidly. However, a number of 
the trade-marked complete lines of frozen foods have well- 
established wholesale distribution in these districts. 

Locker systems have gradually spread into larger towns 
and today many serve urban families only, in large metro- 
politan centers. Locker spaces are used by hotels and insti- 
tutions for holding frozen foods in communities not having 
public cold-storage warehouses. Locker rentals start at 
about $10.00 per year for the six cubic foot size, holding 
about 300 lbs. of meat, with additional charges ranging 
from °4¢ to 1444 per lb. for preparation and freezing, depend- 
ing upon the commodity. Processing and service charges for 
slaughtering range from $1.50 for hogs, sheep or lambs to 
$1.75 for medium-weight beef. At normal prices and yields 
from live beef it is reported that the cost of the average run 
of beef cuts will be about 15¢ per lb. to the locker patron 
as compared with an average price of 26¢ at retail. To attain 
such saving the patron must finance his food requirements 
for a substantial period and assume the risk as to quality and 
its maintenance during storage. To the farmer this intro- 
duces little additional hazard or expense, although to the 
town patron the change entailed in the family buying and 


eating habits is marked. This is particularly true in the 
case of meat, since it is necessary to purchase entire car- 
casses and to plan for the satisfactory use of the less desirable 
cuts, 


Care has been taken to make the construction details of the 
new locker plants attractive, especially to the housewife, with 
well-finished, sanitary, sheet metal units. An interesting de- 
v lopment is a new type of construction announced by the 
Armstrong Cork Company, which saves the locker patron the 
discomfort of going into a near zero temperature. In this 
design the lockers, in tiered units of four, are elevated 
through an insulated trap into the comfortable customers’ 
room. This permits complete utilization of expensive refrig. 
erated space in the locker room, by eliminating the usual 
access passages. The first commercial plant of this type 
has recently been opened in Ohio with 400 lockers, which 
is a fair average for current construction, 


The spectacular increase in locker plants has emphasized 
their position in the food supply of a large area, and has 
focused the attention of government and private agencies 
upon the problems created. These are problems which the 
frozen foods and the public cold-storage industries have 
solved over a period of years, in reaching their present high 
standards. While health authorities and equipment engineers 
are attempting brief and simple presentation of the involved 
technology of satisfactory operation of locker plants, a 
warning is needed of precautions necessary to insure the 
palatability and safety to health of foods so handled. 


Extensive research of commercial and public agencies has 
shown that definite procedures are necessary prior to freezing 
in order to secure the satisfactory products now available 
from responsible packers. The latter look with concern on 
the suggestion that locker systems may provide facilities for 
developing lines of trade-marked frozen farm products to 
be cooperatively packed and marketed as is now done by 
dairy and poultry cooperatives. This fear is less of compe: 
tition than that inadequate technical control may introduce 
products of such inferior quality as to constitute a serious 
set-back to the new frozen-foods industry. 


Japanese Exports of Canned Salmon 


Japan's export trade in canned salmon continued at a 
fairly high level during the first nine months of 1938, accord- 
ing to the American commercial attache at Tokyo. Foreign 
shipments for the nine-month period totaled 1,105,571 cases, 
an increase of 179,652 cases, or 19.4 per cent, as compared 
with the corresponding period in 1937. Exports of red salmon 
amounted to 576,857 cases and those of pink salmon were 
recorded at 494,726 cases, the former increasing 137.1 per 
cent and the latter decreasing 21.6 per cent as compared with 
the first nine months of last year. 


1938 Japanese Canned Sardine Exports Decline 


Shipments of canned sardines from Japan during the first 
nine months of 1938 totaled 708,748, cases, according to 
statistics of the Tinned Sardine Exporters’ Association. 
this amount, 477,983 cases consisted of tomato sardines. In 
comparison with the corresponding period of 1937, exports 
of tomato sardines declined 645,205 cases, or 57 per cent. 


Shipments to the Philippine Islands, formerly Japan's best 
market, declined from 248,569 cases (only tomato sardines 
listed) for the first nine months of 1937, to 115,564 cases 
(all kinds listed) during the same period of 1938. 
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CANNED FOOD EXPORTS AND IMPORTS 


Exports of canned meats, fruits, evaporated milk, and salmon increased in December, 1938, as compared with December, 
1937. The increase in exports of fruits, as in November, was large. For the calendar year 1938, as compared with 1937, 
exports of evaporated milk, fruits, salmon, shrimp, and other shellfish showed increases. The following table, compiled 
from records ‘of the Department of Commerce, furnishes figures for the month of December, 1937 and 1938, and comparisons 
for the two years: 

December, 1937 
Pounds Value 


December, 1938 
Pounds Value 


Jan.-Dec., 1937 
Pounds Value 


Jan.-Dec., 1938 


Exports Pounds 


Canned meats, total... 1,101,547 
Beef, corned, roast, 
boiled, hash, ham- 


85,203 


‘Tomato paste... 
Tomato juice 


Condensed milk 

Evaporated milk . 

Canned fruits, total . 
Apples and apple- 


Berries, other 
Cherries. . 
Fruits for salad . 
Grapefruit. . 
Loganberries. 
Peaches 


Prunes....... 
Other... .. 
Canned fish: 
Salmon. .... 
Sardines 
Shrimp. . 
Shellfish, other... 


Imports 
Canned beef 
Condensed and oy 

orated milk. . 
Canned fish in oil: 

Sardines... . 

Anchovies 


125, 730 
2, 183,061 


Canned shellfish: 
Crab meat. 
Clams and oysters. 
Lobsters 

Other canned fish. 

Canned vegetables: 
Peas 
Mushrooms......... 
‘Tomatoes 


1,345,396 


45,280,151 


2,079 ,890 
2,549,210 
130 ,600 
731,949 
6,150,325 
6,272,102 
360 ,526 
13,608 , 781 
11,354,092 
1,407,497 
145,284 
489 ,895 


4,789,317 
6,008 ,675 


427,244 
36 , 686 


6,818,805 
123,917 


53, 124 


241,932 
77,354 
75,585 

1,497, 762 


45,635 
67,161 
6,627,794 


836 , 423 
9,075 


304,254 
2,272,700 


Value 


$474,166 13,752,145 $4,078,574 13,679,393 $4,610,291 


3,242 
72,929 
346 , 857 
23 , 438 
27,700 
331,291 
172,938 


156,372 
4, 
16,258 
245,213 


58,297 
486 


16,364 
55, 834 


721,642 
1,986,914 
7,127,077 
1,445,569 
2,470,943 

49,010,951 
16, 402 , 480 


5,836,591 
2,593,755 
4,525,256 
2,907,757 
2,017,472 
7,255,931 
3,425 ,997 
4,045,712 
7,972 ,424 
22 ,874, 432 
268 , 465 , 162 


, 384,753 
260,175 
141,322 

, 106,340 

, 889 ,938 

182,861 
959 551 
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California Fruit and Vegetable Production 


Fruit and vegetable pack for 1938 in California was almost 
40 per cent below the 1937 production, according to figures 
compiled by the Canners League of California. The total 
fruit pack in 1938, including estimates of fruits first processed 
for fruit cocktail and fruits for salad, amounted to 14,313,976 
actual cases. The 1938 vegetable pack totaled 9,478,831 
actual cases, exclusive of the tomato paste pack, which is 
estimated to amount te from 800,000 to 1,000,000 cases. 

The total fruit and vegetable production in 1938, including 
all fruits for salad and fruit cocktail, which contain partly 
remanufactured items, amounted to 26,496,913 cases, as com- 
pared with 42,470,755 cases for 1937. The 1938 production 
is the lowest in five years. 

In the following tables are given comparisons of the 1937 
and 1938 productions of fruits and vegetables by items, cans 
of all sizes being converted to cases of 24 No. 2% cans. 


1937 1938 

Fruits Cases Cases 
114,391 89 , 084 
1,042 ,953 376,423 
iced cling peaches............... 111,280 24,944 

VEGETABLES 

586 , 563 329 
281,884 244,640 
2,197,750 1,039,588 
2,317,206 1,028,491 

981,859 697 ,096 
700,739 302,403 
Other tomato 315,748 243 
Other vegetab 7 894,197 655 , 866 


(*) Figures not compiled, 


Turkey Considers Cannery Construction 


Construction of canneries in Turkey to pack surplus vege- 
tables available from certain districts, and to put up a large 
type of coarse mackerel caught in Turkish waters, is con- 
templated by the Government of Turkey, according to the 
American commercial attache at Istanbul. 


Rural Retail Sales for 1938 


Daily average sales of general merchandise in small towns 
and rural areas for the entire year of 1938 were down about 6 
per cent from the level of 1937, but about equalled that of 
1936, according to estimates of the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce, based on rural chain store and mail 
order sales. 


Cold Storage Holdings of Fishery Products 


Cold storage holdings of fishery products in the United 
States on December 15 were 14 per cent greater than a year 
ago, and 19 per cent greater than the five-year average, 
according to the Bureau of Fisheries. Holdings on December 
15 amounted to 90,678,000 pounds, compared with 79,891,000 
pounds on December 15, 1937, and the five-year average of 
76,135,000 pounds. 


Georgia Peach Growers Fail to Approve Program 


Peach growers who voted in a referendum held in Decem. 
ber on a proposed marketing agreement and order program 
for peaches produced in designated Georgia areas and shipped 
in interstate commerce, failed to approve the plan by the 
required majority of votes. The count was 192 in favor of the 
program, and 15] against. 


“Foreign Trade Week” Scheduled for May 


Observance of the 1939 “National Foreign Trade Week” 
has been scheduled for May 21 to 27 by the Chamber of 
Commerce of the United States. The purpose of the week 
is to direct attention to the foreign trade of this country and 
to stimulate local survey and development of foreign trade 
possibilities in individual localities and industries. 
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